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Due to COVID-19 pandemic, even though 
initially planned, it was not possible to 
organize a 2nd TCGA-themed conference 
in Pune in 2020.However, considering the 
strong interest and several requests from 
participants and stakeholders alike, the 
2nd TCGA themed workshop and 
conference were organised virtually on 
December 3-5, 2020. 

The conference was inaugurated by 
Honorable Dr Harsh Vardhan, the current 
Union Minister of Science and Technology, 
Government of India.

Conference Website :http://tcga.ctcr.in

The world community is currently in the process of developing 
an ambitious post-2020 global biodiversity framework to be 
adopted at the fifteenth meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (COP 15). 
The framework is intended, inter alia, to accelerate efforts to 
halt and reverse the global decline of biodiversity, contribute 
to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and 
facilitate the transformational changes needed to place the 
global community on a path towards realizing the 2050 Vision 
of Living in Harmony with Nature.

How to realize this vision in practical terms, including 
mainstreaming biodiversity and fostering transformative 
change, should be examined by scientists, policymakers and 
other relevant stakeholders at various levels.

It is also necessary to discuss these issues among other 
multilateral environmental agreements (including 
biodiversity-related conventions, UNCCD, UNFCCC and the 
Paris Agreement) and within the context of the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development.



Objective

The joint fifth Science-Policy Forum for Biodiversity and the eighth International Conference on 
Sustainability Science, scheduled on 13th, 15th, 19th, 21st and 23rd April 2021, aimed to provide space for 
scientists, policy makers and other relevant stakeholders to discuss and make recommendations on how 
science, technology and innovation could contribute to the effective implementation of the post-2020 
global biodiversity framework in order to bend the curve of biodiversity loss and obtain positive 
biodiversity outcomes and foster transformative change towards achieving the 2050 Vision.

The conclusions and recommendations of the virtual sessions will be prepared by a dedicated task team, 
involving the sessions’ co-leads, and will be submitted to the twenty-fourth meeting of the Subsidiary 
Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice (SBSTTA 24), the third meeting of the Subsidiary 
Body on Implementation (SBI 3) and the third meeting of the Open-Ended Working Group to contribute 
to the preparation of the post-2020 global biodiversity framework. This would allow the fifth 
Science-Policy Forum for Biodiversity and ICSS-8 to contribute to the elaboration of the draft 
framework well in advance of COP 15.
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InnovatioCuris Pvt Ltd
www.innovatiocuris.com

InnovatioCuris (IC), hereafter referred to as ‘tech team’ supported the entire 
event on the technical front by providing end-to-end technology solutions and 
logistical support including The Fifth Science-Policy Forum for Biodiversity 
and the Eighth International Conference on Sustainability Science 
(science4biodiversity.org) website.

Teaming up can get more social media impressions, higher attendance and a stronger buzz for 
the event across the ecosystem. So, the more the partners for an event, the easier it will be to 
gather the desired number of registrations.



Programme and Speakers

The programme included five virtual sessions held on 13th, 15th, 19th, 21st and 23rd April 2021. The 
sessions lasted up to an average of 120 minutes, starting at 6 am (Montreal Time).

Each session had four to six panelists and a moderator and included the possibility to interact with the 
participants via the chat and Q&A. Some days even had parallel sessions running via breakout rooms.

The participants discussed options and solutions to facilitate the implementation of the post-2020 
global biodiversity framework, including potential nature-based solutions for tackling both 
biodiversity loss and climate change challenges based on solid scientific knowledge and evidence. Also 
identified key knowledge gaps and priorities for science-policy research, needs for capacity building 
and opportunities for increased technical and scientific cooperation.
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Discussion Forum
Since panelists could only respond to a 
limited number of questions during the 
live session, it was decided to give an 
opportunity for the panelists to answer 
the questions posted and for the online 
discussions to continue through the 
forum over the event website for three 
business days after the end of each 
session.

Backdoor Registration
Due to participation from the China 
registration could not happen directly 
through zoom. Hence a backdoor was 
created for all the registrations to 
happen first on the website (by the 
participants) and then into zoom(from 
the back end).

Divide and Conquer
Owing to the diversity in the agenda 
composition with respect to different 
time zones of the speakers, various 
sessions had various partners’/ 
contributors’ representatives, who 
acted as bridge between the speakers 
and the tech team for the overall session 
coordination. 

Unity in Diversity
Gender balance was one of the things 
that was kept in mind while building the 
agenda and also experts from different 
cultural backgrounds participated in the 
sessions.
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You made a great job colleagues!!! 
It’s so worth it. IC you rock!!!

Thank you. It has been a great success. 
Indeed, IC you’re superb.

Well done colleagues, thank you so much 
for the fantastic job. A marvelous 
experience working with all of you and 
with such a great team!! Thank you, 
thank you, thank you IC colleagues, you 
really deserve a good long weekend!

Yes indeed, a really amazing job!!

Thanks a lot to all of you it was an amazing job.

A special message to thank you all  for this team effort 
over the last weeks. It was a real challenge to organize 
this event in such a short time and thanks to your 
dedication and involvement we could make it. I know it 
meant days, evenings, weekends of work to have 
everything ready on time and I would like to reiterate my 
greatest appreciation. It was a real pleasure to work with 
all of you.

“
“
“

“
“
“
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